PART I
EGYPT: THE PROTECTORATE
(March igig-Febrmry 1922)
Your good and my good, perhaps they are different; and either
forced good or forced evil will make a people cry out with pain.
KING FEISAL, quoted in Seven Pillars of Wisdom
(Chapter XIV), by T. E. Lawrence
CHAPTER I
A NATION'S ANGER
(March-April igig)
Double, double, toil and trouble;
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.
SHAKESPEARE, Macbeth
Eis likely that few Englishmen, even of those who
new Egypt well, would, at the beginning of 1919,
nave regarded the Egyptians as a nation in the full
sense of the word; or would have admitted that they had
reasonable cause for anger. Preoccupied with the war,
we had almost completely lost contact with Egyptian
feeling during the war years. The proclamation of a
Protectorate1 in December 1914, made hurriedly as a
war measure, and certainly so regarded by responsible
Egyptian opinion, had come to be looked on by British
eyes as a settlement of Egypt's political future that
needed no immediate revision. Actually, the Protectorate
1 The literal translation of the word 'Protectorate' in Arabic is Himaya,
But that word unfortunately had another meaning for the Egyptians. By
general usage it had come to be associated with the protected position of
foreigners under the Capitulations, and as such had an objectionable sig-
nificance.
29